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Willie and Sylvia Goss’s family 
dreams are coming to realiza-
tion with dogged determina-

tion and strategic planning to help save 
rural America.  They opened the Red Onion 
Restaurant located highway 15 south of Lou-
isville, Ms 1860 Young Crossing Road.  Drive 
two miles southwest and look for a majesty 
white building welcoming you to the Red 
Onion Restaurant. The restaurant location 
symbolizes serenity for a family outing to en-
joy a delicious meal and watch stars emerge 
from the skyline. The insides highlights jazz 
scenery on wall murals and soothing sounds 
of jazz emanating in the background.  The 
Red Onion Restaurant commences opera-
tion on July 25th with a southern flare. Ac-
cording to Sylvia, “we serve southern cuisine 
blended with flair of New Orleans. Our menu 
changes nightly with an array of entrees. Ad-
ditionally, we purchase locally grown veg-
etables and use black berries gather from 
nearby thickets”. In 2000, Goss purchased a 
fifty acres farm which included a home and 
several buildings. After conversations with 
Cliff Haynes…member of Winston County 
Self Help Cooperative, Willie obtained mem-
bership in 2002. Willie stated, “The co-op 
offers opportunities to acquire relevant in-
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Winston County Self Help Cooperative
Saving Rural America and Youth Conference, January 2 & 3, 2009 

Willie and Sylvia Goss are standing in front of their newly opened eatery “The Red Onion Restaurant”.
WCSHC Member Opens Eatery,
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Saving Rural America Conference
Winston County Self Help Cooperative’s Second Saving Rural 
America and Youth Conference scheduled for January 2 & 3, 2009 
at the Louisville Coliseum-Louisville, Ms. Mark your calendar for this 
prolific event.  For more information visit www.wcshc.com
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Winston County Self Winston County Self WHelp Cooperative WHelp Cooperative Wand Youth Group Wand Youth Group W
received certificates of recogni-
tion from USDA at the 5th Partners 
Meeting August 6-8, in Arlington, 
Va. According to WCSHC Youth 
Director Dorothy Harper, we ap-
preciate USDA for recognizing our 
efforts to make an indelible impact 
on lives in rural America; therefore, 
we will continue to implement our 
plan of alleviate poverty in rural 
communities. Winston County Self 
Help Cooperative received their 
second certificate of recognition for 
disseminating timely information 
and creating a holistic approach of 
spur on economic development in 
rural America. USDA’s 5th Partners 

Youth Group Receives USDA’s Recognition
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formation and collaborate with 
experience farmers to minimize 
mistakes. He received five bred 
heifers through WCSHC’s Heifer 
Project in June 2005 to stimulate 
herd growth and improve ge-
netic. Willie passionately stated, 
“We participated in numerous 
outreach workshops spon-
sored through WCSHC, such as, 
women in business and con-
necting with USDA’s cost share 
programs”. Goss participated in 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service’s EQIP cost share pro-
gram to receive assistance with 
cross fence, clearing, fertilization, 
and constructing of ponds.  “We 
encourage individuals to join an 
organization similar to WCSHC”. 
The restaurant opens on Fridays 
and Saturdays from 5-10:00pm. 
For more information call 662-
779-0746.     

WCSHC Member Opens Eatery,
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Outside the Red Onion Restaurant 

Meeting theme echoed “Building 
Bridges, Building Hope Working 
Together to Strengthen Farming 
and Rural Communities. According 
to Shirley Sherrod, chair of plan-
ning committee, “we began this 
annual meeting of representatives 
from community-based organiza-
tions and USDA agencies in 2004 
to voice concerns of small, minor-
ity, and socially disadvantaged 
producers. Our goals includes 
continue the meaningful dialogue 
that emanated from past partners 
meetings and carry on the annual 
forum through which USDA’s ad-
ministrators and agency heads and 
their staffs hear the voices and con-
cerns of underserved constituents”. 
Congratulations to USDA and part-
ners for a successful 5th partners 
meeting.

As a reward for all their 
hard work, the WC-
SHC’s Youth Group re-

ceived a fun trip to Hot Springs, 
AR. Youth Leader Dorothy Harp-
er carried 12 youth members 
and 13 volunteers.  Three of the 
co-op committed volunteers 
(Brenda, Victoria, Stevonda) lives 
in a group home setting. Before 
hitting the road, Larry Miller 
gave a prayer for safe travels and 
well being. 

We departed early Sunday 
morning and enjoyed a delicious 
breakfast at Shoney’s in Green-
wood.  We arrived in Hot Springs 
as the sun descended westward.  
After arriving members checked 
into their homes to relax and en-
joy nature landscape. Johnnie 
Roy & Minnie Haynes and Esco 
Hemphill hosted a group for din-
ner which included watching ner which included watching 

sports Championship and in-
dulging in other fun activities. On 
Monday morning the group trav-
eled to Magic Springs & Crystal 
Falls, where Larry Miller showed 
and discussed different types of 
flowers and trees located on the 
premises.  Larry highlighted their 
purposes and stated each mem-purposes and stated each mem-

By The Press

R: Youth Director Dorothy Harper

WCSHC Youth Group Travels to Hot Springs, AR.

By Bettye Cooper

ber should help manage our nat-
ural resources to ensure clean air 
and water for future generation. 
The youth members thoroughly 
enjoyed Larry’s presentation.  
The day concluded with youth 

WCSHC Youth Group Travels,
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WCSHC Youth Group

Inside the Red Onion Restaurant 
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Small Farm Leadership, The 
Next Phase of the Journey

We were “fired up” 
about the Reunion.  
Frank Taylor left the 

USDA Partner’s meeting early to 
get to Baton Rouge. Leo and his 
wife Anna drove in from Texas.  
Willonese and Norma drove 
through a hailstorm on the way.  
Warner and Carl journeyed from 
their Louisiana homes.  Christie 
hurriedly planned and execut-
ed surprises for her traveling 
parents.  Dr. McKinney and Dr. 
Daniels squeezed us into their 
busy schedule.  “ALL FIRED UP” 
--- THAT WHAT WE WERE!!!  

We settled into our motel 
rooms and headed over to Dr. 
Dawn’s house where we were 
warmly greeted.  Enjoying the 
Fish Fry were:  Dr. Mellion-Patin, 
Dr. McKinney, Dr. Daniels, Dr. 
Bandele, Curtis Chesney, Zenet-
ta Augustine, Drs. Bridgette and 
Oscar Udoh, Dr. Gina Eubanks, 
Stacey Germany - Dr. Dawn’s 
best friend, Frank Taylor, Warner 
Hall, Carl James, Leo Williams, 
Anna Williams, Christie Monroe, 
Norma Tillman and Willonese 
Adams.

The Fish Fry gave the group 
a wonderful opportunity to so-
cialize and to catch up on what 
each person had been doing 
both professionally and other-
wise.  We discovered that we 
had been involved in meaning-
ful and rewarding activities that 
we feel are the result of knowl-
edge, skills and encouragement 
gained from the Leadership 
Class experience. 

Some of us are in school. 
Some of have been appointed 
to local, state and regional ad-
visory councils that have impact 

on the agricultural scene.  Some 
of us are in new jobs and some 
of us have further diversified our 
farms.  Some of us have been in-
vited back to Washington, D.C. 
to give input that will affect how 
USDA treats Small Farmers.  

Dr. McKinney gave us a very 
moving perspective on how we 
can assist the 1862 and 1890 
institutions to provide better 
service to small farmers.  We all 
were encouraged to return to 
our communities recommitted 
to aiding small farmers.  More 
and more we recognize the val-
ue of our Leadership Class.  We 
sincerely think it is a winner and 
that it should continue.  We will 
seek out “ears to bend.” 

This was the first night of the 
Olympics with the spectacular 
opening ceremony.  Dr. Dawn 
had a large screen television 

with the event playing.  The food 
was superb.  Huge thanks go out 
to Christie, Zenetta, Stacey and 
Dr. Dawn as well as Warner, Anna 
and Leo who fried the fish.  All 
had a great time!  We bade each 
other good night and planned to 
go to the Farmer’s Market on the 
next day. 

Leaving the motel the next 
morning, we traveled to the 
Farmers’ Market downtown.  
From the first time that the 
Leadership class visited to now, 
the Market has expanded into 
indoor and outdoor vendors.    
Some of us made purchases.  It 
was a great outing.  The Market 
closes at noon.  We returned to 
the campus of Southern Univer-
sity and morning the Mayberry 
Cafeteria for brunch.  The food 
was as delicious as we remem-
bered!  After Brunch, we all went 

to what was our classroom in 
the Ag Center.  We completed 
Banquet details and continued 
talking about our journeys since 
graduation.  All details complet-
ed, some of us returned to the 
motel to rest, some of us visited 
a goat farm and some of us went 
shopping or exploring other ar-
eas of the city.

At 7:00 p.m., we gathered at 
the Cypress Room in the May-
berry Cafeteria for a very nice 
program and a delicious meal.  
Dr. Dawn Mellion-Patin, our Ban-
quet Speaker, challenged us to 
put our training to work in the 
wider community that we are a 
part of.  She commended those 
present for their far-reaching 
involvement in the agricultural 

Small farm leadership training institute class # 1 (Baton Rouge, Louisiana, August 8-9, 2008)

The Reunion,
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community both in local com-
munities and beyond.  She in-
formed the group that she is not 
sure if there will be funding for 
a third class but that she is so 
proud of the results of the pro-
gram thus far.  She said that the 
Small Farm Leadership Training 
Institute was the pinnacle of her 
career!  

Members of the class gave 
updates on their agricultural ac-
tivities since graduation.

Updates ranges from fur-
ther education, work with youth 
groups, work with farmers in 
cooperatives, managing grants, 

educating church groups, new 
jobs, committee appointments, 
adding new dimensions to farms, 
getting involved with agricultur-
al policy-making agencies.  This 
is just a part of the list!

After the Banquet, we met at 
Dr. Mellion-Patin’s home for a social 
time.  It was a BLAST.  We all said 
goodbye to the Leadership Team 
and returned to the motel.

Sunday morning, we all left to 
return to our homes committed to 
having the 2nd Reunion in 2009.  

We regret if you could not at-
tend this one.  We missed you!  Start 
planning now to attend in 2009.  Let 
Frank Taylor or Norma Tillman know 
if you have suggestions for time and 
place, etc. Thanks for the memories.

The Reunion,
Continued from pg. 3

Dr. Mellion-Patin

Hardin’s Point of View

Patience, passion, and 
commitment can only 
describe Bobby Hardin’s 

love affair with rural America. A 
founding member of Winston 
County Self Help Cooperative, 
Bobby stated “our organization 
creates opportunities for small 
farmers by providing technical 
support and developing farm 
management plans. Currently 
51 members meet monthly and 
dialogue on policy issues, cattle 
management, USDA programs, 
finance and strengthen com-
munity relations. Our holistic 
approach entailed life’s recipe of 
building a winning formula and 
preparing future generation of 
landowners. My father farmed 
for more than 40 years to pro-
vide income and we will contin-
ue to enhance our family legacy”. 
The Hardin’s Farm consists of 
swine, goats and cattle received 
through WCSHC’s Heifer Project. 
Additionally, Bobby received 
diversification funds through 

Heifer International’s South Cen-
tral Office to raise poultry and al-
ternative crops. He participated 
in the Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service’s EQIP cost share 
and received assistance for cross 

fence, fertilization and pest con-
trol. Bobby recently purchased a 
new tractor through East Central 
Federal Credit Union.  “I am fired-
up and ready to help save rural 
America”.

By Frank Taylor

Bobby Hardin

WCSHC Youth Group Travels,
Continued from pg. 2

and volunteers enjoying the wa-
ter slides, pools, roller coasters 
(wooden & steel), bumper cars, 
merry-go-round, arcades and 
games. Additionally, the park of-
fered free fountain drinks, tubes, 
and sunscreen. Youth and vol-
unteers experienced the time 
of their life. Youth members ex-
pressed thanks to the bus driv-
ing, chaperones, Mt. Moriah 
Church Family and Pastor Pitt-
man.  We look forward to going 
back very soon. 
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Winston County Self Help Co-
operative set assail on an un-
thinkable mission July 7 and 

8 with numerous events, which included 
harvesting vegetables, money manage-
ment workshops, co-op’s business session, 
outreach and forestry meetings. Accord-
ing to Dorothy Harper WCSHC Youth Direc-
tor, “our commitment propelled members 
and supporters to work diligently for 48 
hours to enhance economic opportuni-
ties in rural America.  We engaged and 
enticed our next generation of landown-
ers to become better managers of our 
natural resources by integrating a myriad 
of activities to strengthen WCSHC’s inter-
generational learning model”. This ambi-
tious process started at 6:15am with har-
vesting of peas, lima beans, okra, squash, 
and cucumbers from youth garden. The 
harvest yielded several bushels of qual-
ity vegetables shared with senior citizens, 
youth and supporters. 8:55am, 21 adults 
assembled for an informative money man-
agement workshop at Mt. Moriah Baptist 
Church facilitated by Willie Lake of Federal 
Deposit of Insurance Corporation. Lake 
highlighted FDIC’s money smart curricu-
lum and encouraged participants to share 
knowledge among community partners. 
3:50pm, WCSHC’s Ninth Business Session 
occurred at Winston County’s extension 

48 Hours with WCSHC

office-30 members in attendance. This 
business session focused on preparing 
heifers for fall breeding, planting forages, 
youth dairy camp, and amassing ideals for 
WCSHC’s Saving Rural America and Youth 
Conference January 2 & 3, 2009 in Louis-
ville, Ms. 4:30pm, co-op’s ninth outreach 
meeting featured Tim Martin of East Mis-
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Melbah Smith longtime em-
ployee of the Mississippi As-
sociation and Federation of 
Southern Cooperatives is re-
tiring. The Winston County 
Self Help Cooperative extends 
congratulations and thanks for 
helping to save rural america.  

SU
M

M
E

R

WCSHC’s 2008 Vegetable Report.................................................................2
WCSHC Working with Absentee Landowner.....................................2

“WCSHC’S Young Males Summit”.........................................................3
Saving Rural America Conference, By The Press ..................................3
48 Hours-Candid Shots........................................................................4

By Frank Taylor

LOOK
INSIDE

For more information contact Frank Taylor @ 601-291-2704 | e-mail address: fltaylor@bellsouth.net

Winston County Self Help Cooperative
Saving Rural America and Youth Conference, January 2 & 3, 2009 

WCSHC Youth Group harvesting peas, lima beans, okra, squash, and cucumbers from youth garden.

48 Hours with WCSHC,
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Saving Rural America Conference
Winston County Self Help Cooperative’s Second Saving Rural 
America and Youth Conference scheduled for January 2 & 3, 2009 
at the Louisville Coliseum-Louisville, Ms. Mark your calendar for this 
prolific event.  For more information visit www.wcshc.com

sissippi Electric Power Association. Martin 
revealed tips on creating energy efficient 
home and shared gifts with 36 partici-
pants. 7:00pm, WCSHC members engaged 
in a county forestry association meeting. 

DOWNLOAD THE GREENSBORO 
ECHO @WWW.WCSHC.COM
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Saving Rural America Conference

*ANNOUNCEMENTS*
*WCSHC’s Eleventh Business Session on Tuesday September 10, 3:50pm at Louisville Coliseum. FSA’s Loan Officer 
will present. For information call 601-291-2704. Visit our web-site. www.wcshc.com

*WCSHC’s twelfth business session and fall field day Monday October 6, 3:50pm Elder George Miller’s Farm in New 
Zion Community-Louisville, Ms. For information Call 601-291-2704.

*WCSHC’s thirteenth business and Forestry Field Day Activities Monday November 3, 3:50pm.  Members will gather 
at Mt. Sinai Baptist Church’s parking lot.  For more information call 601-291-2704.

*WCSHC’s fourteenth business session and Christmas Gala Saturday December 6, 11:00am at extension office. Call 
662-312-8004.

*WCSHC’s 2009 kick off meeting Tuesday December 30, 3:50pm at Louisville Coliseum. For information call 601-
291-2704 or visit www.wcshc.com 

*WCSHC’s Saving Rural America and Youth Conference January 2 & 3, 2009 at Louisville Coliseum-Louisville, 
MS. Theme “Bringing Families Together to Save Rural America”. For information call 601-291-2704 or visit 
www.wcshc.com                                                              

Conference theme “Bring 
Families together to Save 
Rural America”

Winston County Self Winston County Self WHelp Cooperative’s WHelp Cooperative’s WSecond Saving Rural WSecond Saving Rural W
America and Youth Conference 
scheduled for January 2 & 3, 2009 
at the Louisville Coliseum-Louis-
ville, Ms. Mark your calendar for this 
prolific event. Last’s year confer-
ence drew more than 350 partici-
pants from four states.  2009’s con-
ference will thrive on bring families 
together to save rural communities 
and sustain future generation of 
farmers. Winston County Self Help 
Youth Conference will convene on 
Friday January 2, with an ambitious 
agenda of disseminating pertinent 
information to identify careers in 
agriculture. Friday night activities 
includes fashion show and story-
telling hour. Saturday’s session will 
start 7:00am with numerous work-
shops…cattle management, tips 
on purchase land, USDA programs 
and growing a community-based 
organization. For more information 
contact Frank Taylor 601-291-2704 
or fltaylor@bellsouth.net. Visit our 
website www.wcshc.com

The next edition
 will feature

  “On The Front Porch.”  
this article will focus on 

life’s lessons.
Stay tune for more

 insightful thoughts from 
rural america.  

GREENSBORO 
ECHO

The Voice of Rural 
America
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